
 

 



Advanced Praise for 

The Color of Dreams 

 By Michael Zajaczkowski 

 

“This touching, real-world fable from Zajaczkowski draws on the insights and strategies of his 

nonfiction work, like The Owner’s Manual to Life … this story demonstrates, with a narrative 

more engaging than traditional self-help books, that by taking the time, exploring all possibilities 

offered to us, and moving at a steady pace, we can always achieve more—and become beacons 

of light to lead others. Readers of inspirational fiction will enjoy this story of a man, an angel, 

and the work it takes to build happiness and fulfillment.” —Booklife Reviews (Editor’s Pick) 

 

“From its opening lines, the story is presented in nearly poetic language that is highly descriptive 

and evocative... Libraries that choose The Color of Dreams for its lovely descriptions, logical 

and compelling accounts of growth, and hope, will find it easy to recommend to readers looking 

for uplifting, inspirational tales of transformation that emerge from following one’s dream.” —D. 

Donovan, Senior Reviewer, Midwest Book Review 

“… the narrative’s personal interactions and the ways in which Ben tackles his obstacles make 

for a diverting tale. An often-engaging entrepreneurial quest that mixes family turmoil, positive 

thinking, and a helpful dose of magic.” —Kirkus Reviews 

“Some novels transcend fiction. The Color of Dreams is such a book. Taking place in the late 

1980s in the Pacific Northwest, Ben meets a tiny angel who imparts six profound lessons, 

guiding him to achieve his hopes and dreams. Zajaczkowski’s beautiful and vivid narrative 

unfolds slowly to let these truths that we innately know resonate. We’re with Ben as he faces 

obstacles and frustration and learns to have faith in himself. His heartwarming story inspires us 

all to believe in the magic of dreams.” —D. Thrush, author of Guardian of the Light  

“Every now and then a special book comes out that changes the way you look at yourself—and 

your world. The Color of Dreams is that book. Wonderful spiritual lessons that will get you to 

believe in your dreams again, and that will show you how to manifest them. Read this book: it 

will resonate for a lifetime.” —Julie Matheson, MA, RScP, author of Lotus Flower Living: A 

Journaling Practice for Deep Discovery and Lasting Peace; Untangle your mind and heart 

once and for all  

“The Color of Dreams is a heartwarming journey through the challenges, hopes, and surprisingly 

delightful discoveries that come with following your dreams. This charming and enchanting tale 

reveals six spiritual lessons that will make your own path easier to follow. You will carry these 

lessons with you long after you’ve read it, and they will continue to encourage, uplift, and inspire 

you. Recommended for the dreamer in us all.” —Katherine Woodward Thomas, NY Times 

bestselling author of Calling in “The One”   

“In The Color of Dreams, Michael Zajaczkowski weaves a fable about finding and pursuing a 

purpose in life. Full of magic and miracles, this book is an endearing and inspiring page-turner, 

with something for every dreamer who dares to believe.” —Kathleen Guthrie Woods, author 

of The Mother of All Dilemmas 



 

“The Color of Dreams is a heartfelt and relatable story about resilience, family, and the courage it 

takes to follow your dreams. It’s about second chances, quiet victories, and the small, magical 

moments that remind us why we keep going. Uplifting and sincere, The Color of Dreams is the 

kind of book that stays with you long after you’ve turned the last page.” —Lynn Dickinson, 

author of The Writetress 

“Michael Zajaczkowski’s The Color of Dreams is an inspiring story of following one’s true path 

in the face of adversity and doubt. Through six transformative lessons, the book offers spiritual 

wisdom and practical advice for anyone ready to pursue their dreams. If you’re ready to begin 

manifesting the life that has been calling you, then this book will be a trusted companion and 

essential guide.” —Christopher Laney, author of Flying Colors, A Modern-Day Parable on 

Finding the Courage to Follow Your Dreams 

“The Color of Dreams weaves the yearning, struggle, and even desperation we all experience in 

the pursuit of our dreams. I deeply related to this story, and was moved by the way Michael 

reveals the ever-present magic surrounding us, along with the practical wisdom that transforms 

obstacles into meaningful guides. What if every setback wasn’t an ending but a redirection to 

something ‘better than we know’? This book will rekindle dreams yet to be realized by 

illuminating truths often overlooked along the journey.” —Pete Beebe, author of Dream Fisher 

“Michael Zajaczkowski’s The Color Of Dreams unfolds as a poignant narrative of second 

chances, self-discovery, and the rekindling of lost ambitions. The Color Of Dreams is a heartfelt 

exploration of resilience and the enduring power of belief in oneself, in others, and in the unseen 

forces that shape our lives. Zajaczkowski’s writing captures both the beauty and the messiness of 

pursuing one’s dreams, offering readers an emotional journey filled with relatable struggles and 

moments of quiet triumph. This book will resonate with anyone who has ever felt stuck or 

doubted their ability to overcome life’s challenges. It’s an inspiring read for dreamers, creatives, 

and anyone who appreciates stories about rediscovering hope in the face of adversity.” — 

Literary Titan 

“The Color of Dreams is an inspiring and deeply human story about fighting for your dreams, 

even when the world—and your own doubts—stand in the way. Michael Zajaczkowski 

masterfully explores the intersection of ambition, sacrifice, and self-belief, crafting a novel that 

feels both personal and universal. A must-read for anyone who’s ever wondered if it’s too late to 

take a leap of faith.” —Kirsten “Kiki” Ringer, Literary Manager, KLR Literary 

Management 

The Color Of Dreams blends elements of magical realism and self-help guidance, into a 

charming and relatable narrative balancing risk and reward, fears and doubts, and exploring the 

power of manifestation. It weaves an emotional plot confronting communication breakdowns, 

grief and separation, while promoting family reconnection, forgiveness, and adapting your 

consciousness for positive thinking. This was an inspirational journey of perseverance, faith, and 

determination fueling self-belief, and making dreams a reality. 5-Stars! —Kez Marie, UK 

reviewer, Instagram Influencer, (@booklover.kez) 

 

 



Full Editorial Reviews 

 

This touching real-world fable from Zajaczkowski draws on the insights and strategies 

of his nonfiction work, like The Owner’s Manual to Life. That book would benefit protagonist 

Ben Davidson, a relatable man with a big dream since childhood. As an adult, he tends to jump 

headfirst into every opportunity to make his dream—a business building and selling custom 

mailboxes—come true. However, this has often caused turmoil and chaos in his business and 

personal life. One day in the late 1980s, a little angel comes his way to lead him out of the 

unsatisfying muddle his life has become and guide him through a series of lessons, coming 

straight from the “Source.” The first of these is to write the words comprising The Color of 

Dreams, which reads as Ben’s journal as he takes practical and philosophical steps to achieve his 

dream. 

Readers of inspirational fiction with a self-help edge will enjoy this story of a man, an angel, and 

the work it takes to build happiness and fulfillment. As Ben learns to visualize goals, meditate on 

his vision, face his doubts and fears, and productively redirect his energy, Zajaczkowski spins a 

heartfelt story of daring to aspire amid family tensions, unexpected setbacks, and occasional 

tragedies, complete with poetic descriptions of the characters and events, especially that angel. 

Once transformed and in command of her full abilities, the angel guides Ben through six lessons 

learned from following the Source. The overarching lesson is similar to the theory of 

manifestation: we have control over the thoughts we choose to dwell on and what we believe is 

possible. Most of us want to rush into the planning of our dreams; however, this story 

demonstrates, with a narrative more engaging than traditional self-help books, that by taking the 

time, exploring all possibilities offered to us, and moving at a steady pace, we can always 

achieve more—and become beacons of light to lead others. 

Takeaway: Inspirational novel of visualizing dreams and channeling energy. 

Comparable Titles: Chris Arro’s The Smallest Island in the World, Bob Burg and Jon David 

Mann’s The Go-Giver. 

Production grades 

Cover: A 

Design and typography: A 

Illustrations: N/A 

Editing: A- 

Marketing copy: A 

 

 

 



From Midwest Book Review 

“The Color of Dreams is the magical story of a little angel who arrives just in time to help a man 

on the verge of losing his family and everything he loves in life. It takes the form of a journal 

which the angel has requested he create to document their relationship and its impact. From its 

opening lines, the story is presented in nearly poetic language that is highly descriptive and 

evocative: 

“I’ll always remember the shining angel, the promise of her lessons, the colors in my garden, 

and the light that burns inside of me. I’ll remember each and every failure, all the chances I had 

to turn things around, and all the times I chased after the wrong things. And after all the chasing, 

I’ll remember most what I ended up finding: something I’d always had, but that I overlooked, 

just as you may be overlooking it right now. John Lennon once sang, “You don’t know what you 

got until you lose it.” That was certainly true for me.” 

The narrator is a dreamer with no head for business, making many of his efforts problematic as 

he sinks into a “money hole” that seems to hold no clear path out. Luckily, he has his angel to 

advise him, and she creates an alternative atmosphere of healing to help him: 

“Are you in faith or fear right now, Ben?” 

I was instantly ashamed, but I couldn’t control my disappointment. “It’s all over.” 

“What’s over?” she asked with a steady gaze, her wings opening and closing hypnotically. 

I plopped down on the couch and let out a deep sigh. “All of it. Mitch won’t loan me the money. 

He thinks it’s a bad idea and won’t work, so now it’s over. It’s just all over.” 

The angel zoomed into my consciousness, raised her little hands, and scattered the choking 

darkness. Murky colors retreated to the edges of the bubble that now surrounded us, and the 

angel’s glow warmed it to a sapphire blue. She sat beside me, and I calmed, basking in the blue 

and watching the dark disappointment retreat above us. 

As Ben becomes involved in a new development community and begins to open himself up to 

new possibilities (with the angel’s assistance), a variety of characters enter into his life to interact 

with him on different levels. Michael Zajaczkowski’s story embraces magical realism, faith, 

hope, and psychological growth. It’s a gently inspirational tale that will attract a wide range of 

readers—especially those interested in miracles, new possibilities, and the power of fear and 

faith. 

Libraries that choose The Color of Dreams for its lovely descriptions, logical and compelling 

accounts of growth, and hope, will find it easy to recommend to readers looking for uplifting, 

inspirational tales of transformation that emerge from following one’s dream.”  

—D. Donovan, Senior Reviewer 

 

 



Prelude Excerpt. © 2024 Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved. 

An Unexpected Visitor 

Tacoma, WA     

Fall 1988 

 

The angel told me I should write a journal of our time together, and I’m surprised I didn’t think 

of it sooner. But maybe I shouldn’t be; I mean, it’s not every day that an angel comes into your 

life. I wasn’t even sure I believed in them before, and yet one day in June, she appeared, right 

when I was at the bottom of my life, when I was losing everything that ever mattered to me.  

     If I were to read an account of what I’m about to write, I’d think the writer was mad—that 

I’m mad. I’ve pinched myself many times to get myself to wake up and shake off this illusion, 

but each time I do, I feel her presence all around me, inside of me. She was a little miracle—one 

I didn’t know I needed, and one I didn’t think I’d ever receive. But that’s the thing about 

miracles: if you don’t believe in them, you’ll never experience their magic.  

     That’s another thing: magic. Who believes in magic anymore? Maybe when I was a kid, I did, 

but as an adult? Magic was far away—something that had disappeared long ago. I had shed that 

part of my life and didn’t even think to look for it again. Kind of like my dreams: as I got older, 

the further away I got from them, the more they turned into hopes, wishes, somedays. And then, 

all at once, she appeared, and with her, a chance to recapture the magic, and another shot at 

making my dreams come true. The question was, could I get out of my own way and learn to 

believe again? 

     You might think that with an angel guiding you, everything would be easy, but you’d be 

surprised. When all the same obstacles keep coming up, and everything you try fails you, you get 

discouraged. After all, you can only take so much. I only wish I’d had more faith sooner, that I 

could have surrendered earlier. But old habits and ways of thinking can be hard, if not impossible 

,to overcome.  

     I’ll always remember the shining angel, the promise of her lessons, the colors in my garden, 

and the light that burns inside of me. I’ll remember each and every failure, all the chances I had 

to turn things around, and all the times I chased after the wrong things. And after all the chasing, 

I’ll remember most what I ended up finding: something I’d always had, but that I overlooked, 

just as you may be overlooking it right now.  

     John Lennon once sang, “You don’t know what you got until you lose it.” That was certainly 

true for me.  

     And I guess that’s how this story really begins. 

 

The Color of Dreams is available at your favorite retailer: https://books2read.com/u/3Jqg9J 

Visit the author’s website and sign up for free inspirational quotes each Wednesday: 

https://michaelzbooks.com/  

https://books2read.com/u/3Jqg9J
https://michaelzbooks.com/


Finally, if you enjoy the book, please consider leaving an honest review. Thanks for reading.        


