
                                             Reviews for The Least of These: Mask of Matthew 

 

                Review from Dr. Kathy Ritter, PHD. California State University, Bakersfield, CA 

                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                         10/25/2015 

                      I finished reading your book and I want you to know how much I enjoyed it. You 
are quite the storyteller!! I can see all your work in researching the background information 
related to the plot, as well as your digging into the psychological aspects. BRAVO!!  

                                                                                                                                                         Fondly, 

                                                                                                                                                          Kathy 

 

                              Critic’s Report from BOOKLIFE PRIZE FOR FICTION  2016 

Assessment: 

 The complex emotions in this story about a convicted child abuser ring true and 
capture the rippling effects of child abuse, all the while taking on a familiar topic from a 
new point of view. The voice and premise of the novel are established in the first few pages, 
engaging the reader with the protagonist, Rachael, as she recounts a dream that sets the 
pace. Adds terrific foreshadowing, and creates the tension needed to move the reader to 
the end. Character development is excellent and lends to a complex plot. Excellent 
dialogue defines the different character voices. 

Score: Plot/Idea -9, Originality-10, Prose-9, Character/Execution-10, Overall-9.50 

The Least of These: Mask of Matthew finished as a Quarter Finalist of the 750 entries in  this 
year’s PRIZE  IN FICTION 

Report Submitted: August 2, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                 Judge, 25th Annual Writer’s Digest Self-Published Book Awards 

 Excellent opener with the Aristotle quote that engages the reader and sets the dark 
tone for the story to come. Author wisely follows that with Rachael’s anxiety at the doctor’s 
office, giving us an excellent sense of Rachael’s layered character. We get a bit of her 
history and family story, making her all the more real to us. There are a number of pockets 
that could have used more dialogue, such as when Matthew called from jail, and in the pre-
trial portions. When dialogue is missing, we lose a bit of our immersion into the story, since 
the author is telling what happened rather than generating extra detail and extra hook into 
the characters. Settings are beautifully crafted, adding to the realism of the story. Author 
has done a lot of research into the psychology of pedophiles and delivers such research in 
well-paced measure. We’re learning as Rachael learns, and we get stomach-turning effect 
from the information, leading us to feel what Rachael must be feeling all the more, given 
her relationship with the offender.  On page 144, we’d like more detail on which 
“manifestations” could be shown by Matthew, again sort of empty hole where so much 
detail would live. Author handles flashbacks to happier times very naturally, again boosting 
realism. Pace is stellar, and author writes wit a world-weariness in tone, a bit of 
disorientation, and a slew of emotions throughout. Well done. 

SCORING – 1 to 5 with 5 being outstanding. 

Structure, Organization, and Pacing: 5 

Spelling, Punctuation, and Grammar: 4 

Production Quality and Cover Design: 5 

Plot and Story Appeal: 5 

Character Appeal and Development:5 

Voice and Writing Style: 5 

  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  Review for Learning to Like Yellow: Lessons from My Mother 
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