
Caution Earth Editorial Reviews 

 

The Book Life Prize Review 

“A highly imaginative sci-fi comedy romp.” 

Caution Earth is a wildly inventive and humorous sci-fi adventure story which centers on 
a group of aliens attempting to save the planet (and their favorite TV show).  

Gary R Beebe Jr's text features top notch, creative worldbuilding combined with 
consistently witty and imaginative writing skills. The attention to detail is fantastic throughout, 
with passages that are literally bursting with creativity and ideas.  

Caution Earth is heavily indebted to the world of Douglas Adams, with strong tips of the 
hat to his celebrated Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy series. Beebe Jr's pertinent observations on 
social interaction and technological obsessiveness shine through in a highly recommended sci-fi 
comedy. 

Beebe Jr expertly orchestrates a maverick group of aliens in a preposterous and 
unconventional fashion that fits perfectly with the zany plot and crackling atmosphere. The 
boundless energy of the character interactions is infectious as observations on the human condition 
are subtly explored in a colorful and vibrant manner. 

 

The Book Viral Review (Short Form) 

“An entertaining and absurd journey through the cosmos, where life on Earth is 
revealed to be part of a galactic reality TV show.” 

Caution Earth is a hilarious and thought-
provoking sci-fi adventure, where the entire 
premise of life on Earth is flipped into a grand, 
intergalactic reality TV show. Fans of Douglas 
Adams’ brand of humor will appreciate 
Beebe’s homage, though the novel stands on 
its own with its inventive twists and original 
satire. The absurdity of the plot, combined with clever commentary on modern society, 
makes Caution Earth a delightful and entertaining read for anyone looking for a comedic escape 
into the cosmos. It is an unreservedly recommended Golden Quill read! 

 

The Reedsy Discovery Review (Short Form), by Karen Siddall 

“Loved it! A clever social commentary, political satire, and cautionary tale 
wrapped in an imaginative sci-fi reality show adventure.” 

 



The Book Viral Review (Long Form) 

In Caution Earth, Gary R. Beebe Jr. takes readers on an entertaining and absurd journey through 
the cosmos, where life on Earth is revealed to be part of a galactic reality TV show. This whimsical 
and satirical premise forms the backbone of a story that blends comedy, science fiction, and biting 
social commentary. Beebe’s inspiration from Douglas Adams’ The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy is evident, and he skillfully channels the same absurdity and humor that fans of Adams’ 
work will recognize. 

The central concept of Caution Earth is hilariously intriguing: Earth is unknowingly part of a 
universe-wide reality TV program, with all of humanity’s struggles and triumphs broadcast for the 
entertainment of alien species. This twist sets the stage for a series of ridiculous events, existential 
questions, and laugh-out-loud moments. Beebe’s ability to take such a wild concept and turn it 
into a coherent narrative speaks to his skill as a storyteller. The book, much like a good episode of 
a surreal TV show, is fast-paced, funny, and filled with eccentric characters that draw readers in. 

The characters themselves—both human and alien—are a mix of quirky, flawed, and loveable 
personalities, contributing to the overall humorous tone of the novel. Their dialogue is sharp, witty, 
and brimming with the kind of clever banter that drives the plot forward while keeping readers 
entertained. The setting, a universe where Earth is under cosmic scrutiny, provides the perfect 
backdrop for the author’s satirical take on modern life, fame, and our collective obsession with 
media and entertainment. 

While the influence of Adams is clear, Beebe manages to inject his own unique spin into the story, 
creating an atmosphere that is both familiar and fresh. The reality TV concept allows for hilarious 
commentary on humanity’s behavior, which Beebe explores with both humor and insight. He 
pokes fun at everything from politics to celebrity culture, all while keeping the narrative 
lighthearted and amusing. 



One of the standout features of Caution Earth is its dialogue, where Beebe’s knack for quick, witty 
exchanges between characters shines. The conversations are fast-paced and playful, maintaining 
the comedic tone while propelling the story forward. The ridiculousness of the situations the 
characters find themselves in—often a result of the reality show’s manipulations—adds layers of 
humor that fans of absurdist fiction will enjoy. 

The Reedsy Review (Long Form) 

Caution Earth is a new science fiction novel by Gary R. Beebe, Jr., but it is also a very funny 
social commentary and political satire revealing basic truths that serve as a cautionary tale. 
 
Qunot is the executive producer of the most popular and only true reality television show on the 
galactic stage called Caution Earth. However, after eight successful seasons, early cancellation 
looms as viewer ennui is setting in with the lack of forward progress in character development. To 
save his job and lavish lifestyle, he’s got to stimulate the show’s story arc. He’s got two seasons 
left in the show’s contract, and with Earth on a short approach to societal and environmental 
collapse, he’s not going to fulfill his obligation. Additionally, galactic laws prevent his direct 
intervention (think Star Trek’s Prime Directive); Earthlings don’t know they’re the subject of the 
once-popular reality show or even that intelligent life exists. Qunot is caught between a rock and 
a hard place until he identifies the perfect patsies to put his rescue plan into effect. 
 
The description of the planet Durnita’s entertainment industry, its movers and shakers, and their 
sycophants are reflective of how readers have come to view Hollywood, as are the laser-hewn 
images of politics and the mainstream media. Earth is characterized as having advanced its 
technological capabilities beyond its evolutionary development, poised on the brink of self-
destruction. 
 
The story is well-told, with insight and unceasing humor. I laughed out loud at the description of 
a politically manipulated cause-righteous Earthside agitator as “a douche canoe environmentalist” 
appropriately named “Douchious.” The aliens’ super-secret spacecraft, the Wingate, is supported 
by Olsen, the ship’s drama queen AI, who provides many of the funniest bits of dialogue. Geese, 
it turns out, are alien beings Qunot stranded on Earth centuries earlier to serve as his eyes, ears, 
and informants, to point him and his television crew to the most show-worthy filming 
opportunities, and their leader, Mr. Goose, is beyond over it. I enjoyed the author’s play on cultural 
references, such as the mention of George Orwell being an alien, and was intrigued by the 
appearance of “angel” numbers; I had to look that up. On the other hand, while the narrative is 
consistently clever and entertaining, there is a lot of repetition of the state of politics or the human 
condition, which seemed to overdo driving the plot points home, at least for me, and really slowed 
the story down. 
 
I recommend CAUTION EARTH to readers of science fiction, political satire, and social 
commentary. 
 


